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Kant on the Will, Again

This is one paragraph that I have separated into three parts; I added the numbers.

(1) Everything in nature works in accordance with laws. Only a rational being has the
capacity to act in accordance with the representation of laws, that is, in accordance with
principles, or has a will. Since reason is required for the derivation of actions from laws,
the will is nothing other than practical reason.

(2) If reason infallibly determines the will, the actions of such a being that are cognized
as objectively necessary are also subjectively necessary, that is, the will is a capacity
to choose only that which reason independently of inclination cognizes as practically
necessary, that is, as good.

(3) However, if reason solely by itself does not adequately determine the will; if the will is
exposed also to subjective conditions (certain incentives) that are not always in accord
with the objective ones; in a word, if the will is not in itself completely in conformity with
reason (as is actually the case with human beings), then actions that are cognized as
objectively necessary are subjectively contingent, and the determination of such a will
in conformity with objective laws is necessitation: that is to say, the relation of objective
laws to a will that is not thoroughly good is represented as the determination of the will
of a rational being through grounds of reason, indeed, but grounds to which this will is
not by its nature necessarily obedient. (Kant, Groundwork, 4:412-413)


