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TaBLE 1: MAjOR REPARATIONS PROGRAMS
PaNeL A: UNITED STATES2!

PROGRAM YEAR(S) | PAYER RECIPIENT PAYMENT TotaL CosT CAUSE
Indian 1946 U.S. Indian tribes Various ~$800 million | Land taken by
Claims force or decep-
tion
Japanese 1988 US. Internees $20,000 ~$1.65 billion | Internment of
Internment Japanese Ameri-
cans during
World War II
Radiation 1990 Us. People exposed | $50,000 — ~$117 million | Exposure to
Exposure to radiation $100,000 radiation from

nuclear tests, or
from mining

Hawaiian 1993 U.S. Descendants of (apology) $0 Loss of lands
Annexation native Hawaiian after annexation
groups in 1897
Rosewood 1994 Florida | Survivors, $375 - $2.1 million Murder and
descendants $150,000 destruction of
black town in
1923
Syphilis 1997 us. Victims of exper- | $5000 — ~$9 million Denied treat-
Experiments iments $37,500 ment for syphilis
without telling
victims,
1932-1972
Mexican 1997- | US. Descendants of | (investigation | $0 Failure to recog-
American 1998 property owners | of claims) nize Mexican or
Land Titles Spanish land
titles under 1848
treaty

21. For Indian Claims reparations, see Final Report of the United States Indian
Claims Commission, H.R. Doc. No. 96-383, at 21 (1980); Sandra C. Danforth, Note,
Repaying Historical Debts: The Indian Claims Commission, 49 N.D. L. Rev. 359, 388-89
(1973). On the Japanese Internment, see Eric K. Yamamoto, Racial Reparations: Japanese
American Redress and African American Claims, 40 B.C. L. Rev. 477, 515 (1998). On
Radiation Exposure, see Michael D’Antonio, Scars and Secrets: The Atomic Trail, L.A.
Times, Mar. 20, 1994, Magazine Section, at 14; U.S. Dep’t of Justice, Radiation Exposure
Compensation System, Claims to Date Summary of Claims Received by 10/23/2002 (Oct.
23, 2002), at http://www.usdoj.gov/civil/omp/omi/Tre_SysClaimsToDate Sum.pdf (on
file with the Columbia Law Review). For Hawaiian Annexation, see S.J. Res. 19, 103d Cong.,
Ist Sess., 107 Stat. 1510 (1993); Jennifer M.L. Chock, One Hundred Years of Illegitimacy:
International Legal Analysis of the Illegal Overthrow of the Hawaiian Monarchy, Hawai’i’s
Annexation, and Possible Reparations, 17 U. Haw. L. Rev. 463, 512 (1995). For Rosewood,
see Richard A. Ryles, The Rosewood Massacre: Reparations for Racial Injustice, Nat'l B.
Ass’'n Mag., Mar./Apr. 1995, at 15, 24. On Syphilis Experiments, see Pollard, 69 F.R.D. at
647; Mitchell, supra note 19. On Mexican Land Titles, see Jon Michael Haynes, What Is It
About Saying We’re Sorry? New Federal Legislation and the Forgotten Promises of the
Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, 3 Scholar 231, 232 (2001).

This content downloaded from 132.174.255.86 on Thu, 14 Jan 2016 19:34:55 UTC
All use subject to JSTOR Terms and Conditions



Michael Green
Eric A. Posner and Adrian Vermeule, "Reparations for Slavery and Other Historical Injustices," Columbia Law Review 103 (2003): 689–748.�


2003] REPARATIONS FOR HISTORICAL INJUSTICES 697

PAaNEL B: INTERNATIONAL PROGRAMS?22

PROGRAM YEAR(S) PAYER REcCIPIENT PAYMENT TotaL Cost CAUSE
Holocaust Various, | West Ger- | Israel; Holo- | Various > DM 100 bil- | Holocaust
1947- many, caust victims, lion
1992 Germany | descendants;
organizations
East Germany 1990, Property | Property Restitution of | ~$9 billion in | Confiscation
1993, recipients | owners property, or cash of property
1994 compensation by Commu-
nist govern-
ment,
1949-1990
Czechoslovakia | 1991 Property | Property Restitution of | $11 billion, of | Confiscation
(now Czech recipients | owners property, or which ~$2 bil- | of property
Republic) compensation | lion in cash by Commu-
nist govern-
ment,
1948-1990
Chile 1992 Chile Victims of Monthly pen- Execution,
Pinochet, sion of torture, and
descendants | 140,000 pesos, exile of at
plus other least 200,000
benefits people
Korean Comfort | 1995— Japan “Comfort $19,000 $20 million 200,000
Women 1996 (through | Women” in (through “pri- | proposed women used
printed Japanese- vate” funds) as sex slaves
dona- occupied by Japanese
tions) Asian coun- army during
tries World War II
Canada 1998 Canada Aboriginals | Various CA $350 mil- | Forced assim-
lion ilation of
children

22. For Holocaust related programs, see Schwerin, supra note 15, at 490, 511, 515-18.
On East Germany, see Heather M. Stack, Note, The “Colonization” of East Germany?: A
Comparative Analysis of German Privatization, 46 Duke L.J. 1211, 1218, 1226 (1997). On
Czechoslovakia, see Richard W. Crowder, Comment, Restitution in the Czech Republic:
Problems and Prague-nosis, 5 Ind. Int’l & Comp. L. Rev. 237, 240-46 (1994); Prague Votes
to Return Nationalized Property, Chi. Trib., Feb. 22, 1991, at Cl; Peter S. Green,
Czechoslovak Restitution Could Cost $11 Billion, UPI, Feb. 21, 1991; Jan Obrman,
Rehabilitating Political Victims, in 50 Rep. on E. Eur. 5, 6-7 (Dec. 14, 1990). On Chile, see
Alejandro Gonzilez, Treatment of Victims and of Their Families: Rehabilitation,
Reparation and Medical Treatment, in Int’l. Comm’n of Jurists, International Meeting on
Impunity of Perpetrators of Gross Human Rights Violations 323, 330-34 (1993); Jayni
Edelstein, Rights, Reparations and Reconciliation: Some Comparative Notes (July 27,
1994), available at http://www.csvr.org.za/papers/papedel.htm (on file with the Columbia
Law Review). On Korean Comfort Women, see George Hicks, The Comfort Women
Redress Movement, in When Sorry Isn’t Enough, supra note 7, at 113, 119, 124; Tong Yu,
Recent Development, Reparations for Former Comfort Women of World War II, 36 Harv.
Int’l LJ. 528, 530 (1995); Andrew Pollack, Japan Pays Some Women from War Brothels,
but Many Refuse, N.Y. Times, Aug. 15, 1996, at A11. On Canada, see Pamela O’Connor,
Squaring the Circle: How Canada Is Dealing with the Legacy of Its Indian Residential
Schools Experiment, 28 Int’l J. Legal Info. 232, 251 (2000); Indian & Northern Affairs
Canada, Backgrounder: Gathering Strength—Canada’s Aboriginal Action Plan, available
at http://www.ainc-inac.gc.ca/nr/ prs/j-a1999/98123Bk.html (last visited Jan. 18, 2003)
(on file with the Columbia Law Review).
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