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Problems of Philosophy September 10, 2013

Cohen on responsibility

1 What is Cohen’s argument here?
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2 Responsibility and the intransitivity of ‘let’

1. Singer’s principle holds us responsible for making up for others. It holds that
the failure to do so in the case of famine amounts to letting people die.

2. We are responsible for making up for others only if responsibility for letting
things happen is transitive.

3. Responsibility for letting things happen is not transitive.

4. Therefore we aren’t responsible for making up for others.

3 Examples

1. Greater than: A is greater than B and B is greater than C, therefore, A is greater
than C.

2. Parent of: D is the parent of E and E is the parent of F, but D is not the parent
of F.

3. Letting: G lets H let I die from famine. Did G let I die from famine?


